


A word from the GYA Co-Chairs

This year's AGM and Conference abounded
with energy - from early morning yoga to con-
versations late into the night, the GYA spirit
was palpable. As always, the core aim of the
meeting - bringing together GYA members
to meet and forge long-lasting connections
- was at the heart of activities throughout
the week. The 2025 AGM and Conference
again gave us the chance to showcase our
projects and accomplishments, work togeth-
er, and initiate new collaborations. The warm
welcome and hospitality by co-organisers
from the Indian National Young Academy of
Science (INYAS), volunteers and leadership
of the IIT Hyderabad, the state of Telangana,
and the Indian Ministry of Education were
extraordinary, and contributed to an overall
well-rounded event.

During the International Conference days,
speakers from across sectors and borders
brought in diverse perspectives, which en-
couraged dialogue across generations on
pressing current issues. Workshops provid-
ed space to address cross-cutting topics that
affect our research environment and scien-
tists’ role in society. Several workshops were

Yensi Flores Bueso
University College Cork, Ireland

organised in collaboration with other National
Young Academies, and a new regional Young
Academy network was launched. Watching
Member Research Talks, we gained impres-
sions of what our colleagues are working on
at their home institutions, opening our minds
to novel ideas and questions.

During General Assembly sessions, we ap-
plied our focus to the institutional work,
holding in-person Committee meetings, and
deploying design thinking to generate and fil-
ter ideas for fundraising. As part of this big
“family” of young scientists, we take the re-
sponsibility seriously to ensure the sustain-
able future of the GYA for members to come.

We are extremely grateful to the many in-
dividuals and organisations who made the
2025 AGM and Conference an inspiring
event. As we look to the coming year, we are
excited to work with GYA members, alumni
and partners to empower collaborations, ul-
timately advancing the voices of young sci-
entists around the world.

Siok Yee Chan
Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malay-
sia

Co-Chairs of the Global Young Academy 2025-2026
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Confluence of Visionaries: Empowering Science for
Global Change - 2025 GYA Annual General Meeting and
International Conference of Young Scientists

Over 200 participants from 60 countries joined
the GYA 2025 Annual General Meeting (AGM) and
International Conference of Young Scientists “Con-
fluence of Visionaries: Empowering Science for
Global Change” from 10-13 June in Hyderabad,
India. Hosted at the India Institute for Technology,
Hyderabad (lITH), the event brought together GYA
members and alumni, members of the Indian Na-
tional Young Academy of Science (INYAS), repre-
sentatives from (National) Young Academies and
GYA partner organisations from around the world,
and stakeholders from science policy, government
and industry.

GYA AGMs and Conferences aim to advance the
organisation’s mission of empowering young sci-
entists globally by fostering interdisciplinary collab-

oration and capacity building. By facilitating truly
global exchanges and building networks, the gath-
ering empowers participants to address complex
global challenges and drive science that is equita-
ble and impactful. Each year, GYA AGMs take place
in a different country, fostering a strong connection
to and amplifying the voice of young scientists in
the host country and region.

This report documents the many events within the
event: the GYA's General Assembly meetings, the
International Conference panel discussions with
esteemed speakers from science, policy and indus-
try, capacity building workshops in collaboration
with young academies and partners, and cultural
highlights from the host country.

Read the joint Conference Statement issued by GYA and INYAS here: https://globalyoungacademy.
net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Conference-statement_2025_GYA_INYAS.pdf



https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Conference-statement_2025_GYA_INYAS.pdf
https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Conference-statement_2025_GYA_INYAS.pdf

GYA Annual General Meeting
(AGM)



New Member Inauguration and Executive
Committee Elections

One of the key functions of annual in-person meet-
ings is for GYA members to shape the future of
their organisation in General Assembly meetings:
discussing ongoing and current internal and exter-
nal affairs, holding elections for the GYA's Executive
Committee, and gathering other key committees to
deliberate and activate new volunteers for the com-
ing year.

Like many young academies, the GYA integrates
new members annually. At the AGM and Confer-
ence Opening, GYA Co-Chairs Chandra Shekhar
Sharma (IIT Hyderabad, India) and Yensi Flores
Bueso (University College Cork, Ireland) presided
over the official inauguration of 45 new GYA mem-
bers, who began their five-year terms, while 40 out-
going members officially became alumni.

Following a Special General Meeting vote prior
to the AGM, GYA members held elections for the
2025/26 Executive Committee (EC) online for the
first time, integrating not only voters present at the
AGM in India, but also registered voting members
who were not able to travel. GYA members re-elect-
ed Co-Chair Yensi Flores Bueso, and elected sec-

ond Co-Chair Sam Chan Siok Yee (Universiti Sains
Malaysia), as well as 9 additional EC members.

This year’'s General Assembly sessions, spread out
over two days, were intense and engaging, focus-
ing on activities restructuring, internal procedures
reform (including membership selection), financial
management, and fundraising. Outgoing EC mem-
bers reported on their past year’s work in the for-
mer fields, but also in visibility and impact, work
with the world’s national young academies and pre-
paring the AGM. In the context of fundraising, GYA
alumna Anina Rich (Macquarie University, Austra-
lia) applied creative problem solving methods to fa-
cilitate interactive sessions in which GYA members
sought to identify, categorize and prioritize solu-
tions for increased project funding in the mid-term.
The full AGM Minutes, documenting General As-
sembly reports and discussions, can be read on
the GYA Intranet.



https://globalyoungacademy.net/csharma/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/csharma/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/yfloresbueso/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/yfloresbueso/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/gya-welcomes-new-members-2025-during-opening-ceremony/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/gya-welcomes-new-members-2025-during-opening-ceremony/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/schan/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/new-leadership-2025/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/arich/

Member Activities

The 2025 AGM marked the launch of four newly
defined Strategic Themes for future GYA projects:

- Engaging in Foresight & Innovation
- Strengthening the Science and Research
Ecosystem

- Bridging Science and Society: Trust, Diplomacy,
and Expert Guidance

- Empowering Early- to Mid-Career Researchers

At the annual Activities Fair, the new themes were
introduced, and GYA members showcased their
working group projects and collaborations from
the past year. Posters were on display from all GYA
working groups, incubators, projects, and commit-
tees, as well as on collaboration with the world’s
young academies. A highlight of this year’s session
was a visit to the Fair by Union Minister of Educa-

tion, Government of India, Dharmendra Pradhan.
Exemplary outputs of the 2024-25 GYA year in-

clude, publications resulting from Women in Sci-
ence leadership workshops, Biodiversity posters
for science communication, an article in Nature
by the GYA Scientific Excellence Working Group,

videos from an Antimicrobial Stewardship project,
exploring research assessment criteria globally, a

regional declaration - the Leticia Declaration - ar-
ticulating takeaways from the Latin American and
Caribbean Science Leadership Programme, and
the publication of the full Global State of Young Sci-
entists (GloSYS) Africa report.

Finally, the GYA celebrated its 15-year anniversary
at this AGM! The anniversary was commemorated
with an organised morning 5K/3K run around the
[ITH campus, and with a celebratory cake-cutting
on the last AGM day.



https://globalyoungacademy.net/illustrations-of-wis-leadership-workshops/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/illustrations-of-wis-leadership-workshops/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/gya-group-completes-biodiversity-poster-competition/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/gya-nature-article-on-academic-success/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/gya-nature-article-on-academic-success/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/global-health-antimicrobial-video/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/declaration-of-leticia/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/global-state-of-young-scientists-glosys-africa-main-report-published/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/global-state-of-young-scientists-glosys-africa-main-report-published/

International Conference of
Young Scientists - Confluence
of Visionaries



Conference Opening

The 2025 Conference topic - “Confluence of Vi-
sionaries: Empowering Science for Global Change”
aligns with the many facets of the city of Hyder-
abad, which is a dynamic academic, IT, and phar-
maceutical hub. Panel topics were designed to em-
power young scientists to address pressing global
challenges, such as climate change, public health,
technology advancement, and sustainable devel-
opment.

In this spirit, a ceremonial tree planting - which
launched a larger tree planting campaign at the
IIT Hyderabad - opened the week-long meeting.
Leadership from the GYA joined leadership from
the IITH, INSA, INYAS, and the Indian government,
literally digging in: planting the first 20 of 1000
saplings. A warm welcome followed in the Open-
ing Ceremony, with words of encouragement and
inspiration for young scientists from BS Murty,
Director of IITH, BVR Mohan Reddy, Chairman of
the Board of Governors of IITH, Ashutosh Sharma,
President of INSA, and Chief Guest Dharmendra

Pradhan, Union Minister of Education, Govern-
ment of India. Dharmendra Pradhan emphasised
to the global audience that India promotes science
that is empathetic, ethical, and equitable.

The Opening Ceremony was further enriched by a
message to the GYA from the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Antdénio Guterres, read to par-
ticipants by GYA Co-Chairs Chandra Shekhar Shar-
ma (lIT Hyderabad, India) and Yensi Flores Bueso
(University College Cork, Ireland), encouraging ear-
ly-career researchers at the Conference to collab-
orate, and advance the Sustainable Development
Goals. Chair of INYAS, Nishant Chakravorty (lIT
Kharagpur, India), welcomed all guests on behalf
of INYAS, and Mudrika Khandelwal (lIT Hyderabad,
India) moderated as master of ceremony.

You can watch the a recording of the Opening Cer-
emony here: Opening Ceremony - GYA 2025 Annu-
al General Meeting and International Conference
of Young Scientists



https://www.iith.ac.in/msme/bsm/
https://bvrscient.iith.ac.in/meet-the-visionary/
https://insaindia.res.in/07062023_no.php?id=P04-1375
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dharmendra_Pradhan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dharmendra_Pradhan
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-06-10/secretary-generals-message-the-global-young-academy-general-meeting-and-international-conference-of-young-scientists
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-06-10/secretary-generals-message-the-global-young-academy-general-meeting-and-international-conference-of-young-scientists
https://globalyoungacademy.net/csharma/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/csharma/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/yfloresbueso/
https://inyas.in/user/nishant-chakravorty-1/
https://people.iith.ac.in/mudrika/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFQx1Jfdfl4&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFQx1Jfdfl4&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFQx1Jfdfl4&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=2

Panel 1 - Innovation & Entrepreneurship: Global
Landscape

Reporting by Thashree Marimuthu (University of Witwatersrand, South Africa) and Reem Abou Assi

(Al-Qabas College, Iraq)

This panel, moderated by GYA member Frances-
co Maurelli (Constructor University, Germany),
opened with an inspiring keynote talk by Subi
Chaturvedi (Global SVP, InMobi). She highlighted
ongoing efforts to close the gender gap in innova-
tion and entrepreneurship. We need to bridge op-
portunity gaps by linking rural and urban commu-
nities, thus empowering future leaders of diverse
backgrounds to tackle real-world issues. She em-
phasised the power of storytelling for capacity de-
velopment: when innovators share their journeys
openly, especially their failures, they empower
others to learn and grow. This is particularly signif-
icant in countries like India, where storytelling is
seen as a tool for collective learning.

Speaking to how to foster innovation from a policy-
maker perspective, Jayesh Ranjan (Special Chief
Secretary, Government of Telangana) pointed out
the practical role that government institutions and
policy frameworks play. Startups are not only small
business, but also the engines of future technolo-
gies. While private enterprises lead innovation, the
role of government is to walk “hand in hand” with
these innovators, as partners and enablers, bal-
ancing regulation with flexibility.

A powerful narrative linking culture, resilience and
entrepreneurship was presented by Nohad Al Om-
ari (former Dean at Mosul University) who shared

the story of “My Mam Kitchen”, a social startup
that delivers traditional Iraqi cuisine cooked by
women who are students and war survivors. This
initiative demonstrates that innovation doesn’t
always require large capital—just a clear purpose
and a connection to local needs. Entrepreneurs
in developing countries should look inward and
transform cultural strongholds into services, cre-
ating employment and exporting culture as a dip-
lomatic asset.

GYA member Eric_Komolo (Egerton University,
Kenya), spoke on the role of higher education in
supporting innovation. He drew on his experience
with initiatives like International Volunteer HQ and
Maklweta.org (“Please Hold My Hands”). Two com-
plementary approaches were discussed: localizing
educational objectives and promoting internation-
al collaborations.

Arnab Dutta (IIT Bombay, INYAS member), reflect-
ed on shifting mindsets around entrepreneurship.
Cultural acceptance of startups has grown, and
more young people are embracing the startup
path from a desire to create meaningful change;
yet barriers like bureaucracy persist. Dutta praised
reforms simplifying startup compliance and em-
phasized collaborative ecosystems where found-
ers co-create solutions.

You can watch the panel recording here: Plenary Panel -1 : Innovation and Entrepreneurship : Global

Landscape
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https://globalyoungacademy.net/fmaurelli/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/fmaurelli/
https://www.inmobi.com/company/leadership/dr-subi-chaturvedi
https://www.inmobi.com/company/leadership/dr-subi-chaturvedi
https://www.hyderabadstories.com/exclusives/jayesh-ranjan-story/
https://www.thepharmacist.co.uk/news/women-in-pharmacy-dean-of-pharmacy-at-al-kitab-university-iraq-nohad-al-omari/
https://www.thepharmacist.co.uk/news/women-in-pharmacy-dean-of-pharmacy-at-al-kitab-university-iraq-nohad-al-omari/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/erickokomolo/
https://www.iitb.ac.in/employee/prof-arnab-dutta
https://globalyoungacademy.net/tmarimuthu/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/rabouassi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcHmvIikJXY&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcHmvIikJXY&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=2

Panel 2- Building Awareness on Environmental, Social &
Governance (ESG) in a Global Context

This panel explored how evidence-based environ-
mental, social and governance principles can be
successfully integrated into enterprise and public
policy, and the role research can play. GYA mem-
ber Keith Phiri (National University of Science and
Technology, Zimbabwe) moderated the panel.

Smita Pandey Mishra (Fandoro Technologies, In-
dia) spoke about ESG in a global context, noting
the different regional drivers motivating compa-
nies to consider their environmental footprint,
social accountability and transparency in gover-
nance. While regulations are a strong driver in
Europe, for example, US developments are more
commonly investor-driven, and growth is a stron-
ger factor in Asia. To implement ESG frameworks
on a global scale, capital needs to be leveraged
and aligned with these goals, for example through
green bonds, blended finance and impact invest-
ing.

From a research perspective, Luisa Diele-Viegas
(Federal University of Bahia, Brazil) focused on
the diversity of solutions available to tackle cli-
mate challenges and the need for environmental
science to incorporate local and traditional knowl-

edge into research. She advocated for more com-
munication between academics and local commu-
nities to bridge knowledge gaps and make change
happen.

Balaji Kaliappan (Carrier, India) discussed the
building sector as one of the major factors in emis-
sions worldwide, from production to heating and
cooling. Carrier develops products to reduce this
environmental impact, at the same time working
on its long-term sustainable approach as a compa-
ny, aiming to achieve NetZero by 2050.

Finally, INYAS member Shweta Yadav (Central Uni-
versity of Jammu, India) introduced the example of
the National Clean Air Programme in India, as an
effective way of bringing together policy and sci-
ence to tackle a complex problem. The cross-sec-
tor network that was formed has fostered active
and productive connections to identify problems
and find solutions for clean air goals.

In further discussion with the audience, panellists
addressed the importance of local perspectives,
and finding region-specific collaboration.

You can watch the panel recording here: Plenary Panel-2: Building Awareness on Environment, So-

cial and Governance (ESG) in a Global Context
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https://globalyoungacademy.net/kphiri/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/smitapmishra/?originalSubdomain=in
https://globalyoungacademy.net/lmviegas/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/balajikaliappan/?originalSubdomain=in
https://inyas.in/user/shweta-yadav/

Panel 3 - Industry 5.0: Augmenting Human-Machine
Interface

Reporting by Reem Abou Assi (Al-Qabas College, Iraq) and Wilson Alavia Medina (Disruptive Sustainable

Technologies for Positive Change, Chile)

The global shift to Industry 5.0 needs to continue
to recognize human-centric design and application
of technologies: This was a common thread in this
panel discussion. Moderated by Nishad Fathima
Nishter (CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute,
India; INYAS Member), panellists presented from
their different national and disciplinary contexts,
demonstrating how Industry 5.0 can improve lives
and processes when it integrates technology with
human values and local needs.

Rishemjit Kaur (Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research; INYAS Member) highlighted Industry
5.0’s focus on human-machine collaboration, and
called for prioritizing ethical governance, and in-
clusive growth over mere efficiency. Industry 5.0 is
not solely about doing things faster or cheaper, but
about doing them smarter and more meaningfully.
An example from India showed that by leveraging
Al in agriculture, local communities are receiving
region-specific food recommendations that pro-
mote sustainability and cultural relevance.

Emilija_Stojmenova Duh (University of Ljubljana,
Slovenia, GYA member), encouraged ECRs to play
arole in shaping Industry 5.0, by engaging in policy
dialogues and grassroots collaborations. She em-
phasised the need for culturally and locally adapt-
ed technology, such as Al tools in local languages,

involving community leaders in design processes.
The global digital divide remains a critical barrier,
with 2.6 billion people still lacking internet access
worldwide.

Suresh Bhagavatula (Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Bangalore) discussed entrepreneurship as
a tool for empowerment, particularly in rural ar-
eas. Education institutions can play a key role: he
shared the success of a free online entrepreneur-
ship course that attracted over 9,000 participants,
fostering innovation in areas like sustainable fash-
ion and health tech. Collaborative entrepreneur-
ship, where startups co-create solutions and share
knowledge, was presented as essential for build-
ing resilient ecosystems in a post-pandemic world.

Finally, a recorded message provided by Gabriela
Ramos, Former Assistant Director-General for So-
cial and Human Sciences at UNESCO / Candidate
for UNESCO Director-General, underscored the
need to use Al responsibly. She highlighted UNE-
SCO’s 2021 ethical Al framework and initiatives
like Kenya’'s Al hubs and the Dominican Republic’s
focus on women in STEM, and encouraged young
scientists to contribute to shrinking the digital di-
vide using Al to enhance human potential, not re-
place it.

You can watch the panel recording here: Plenary Panel-3: Industry 5.0 Augmenting Human-Machine

Interface
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https://clri.irins.org/profile/221398
https://clri.irins.org/profile/221398
https://icsio.csio.res.in/csio.ems/emp_profile.aspx?id=1025
https://globalyoungacademy.net/eduh/
https://www.iimb.ac.in/user/57/suresh-bhagavatula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriela_Ramos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriela_Ramos
https://globalyoungacademy.net/rabouassi/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/walavia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVfxdmZ5-UA&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVfxdmZ5-UA&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=4

Panel 4 - Health and Nutrition for Global Wellness

Reporting by Joao Borges (University of Aveiro, Portugal)

This panel discussion brought together experts
from healthcare, nutrition science, policy, and
food sectors to explore how health and nutrition
intersect to promote global wellness. It addressed
urgent public health challenges and how health
sciences can more effectively communicate and
build trust with societies and with policymakers.
Moderator and GYA member Natisha Dukhi (Hu-
man Sciences Research Council, South Africa) led
speakers through a conversation and discussion
with the audience around public awareness and
health education, and research-policy collabora-
tions.

Contributing speakers Luz Milbeth Cumba Garcia
(SciPolicy Global Strategies LLC, United States),
Debashish Mitra (Vice President, INSA), Sanjay
Behari (Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical
Sciences and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram,
India), Rémi Quirion (President, International Net-
work for Government Science Advice, INGSA) and
INYAS member Rakesh Kumar Pilania (Post Grad-
uate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh, India) provided valuable
insights from their experience in research, sci-
ence communication and science policy advice.
In a world where many nations face the “double

burden” of malnutrition, where undernutrition
coexists with rising obesity, addressing this chal-
lenge means addressing multiple factors beyond
only healthy nutrition. When it comes to nutrition,
panellists urged action on the part of food indus-
tries and consumers to make sustainable dietary
changes. Education and awareness were identified
as key to changing behaviours. Panellists called for
health literacy campaigns, and early-career scien-
tists engaging with communities. The concept of
“One Health” was highlighted to work towards inte-
grated solutions involving different sectors.

The discussion with the audience addressed the
gap between policymakers, practice and research
related to health, and how early-career research-
ers can become more involved in science advice
structures. As local trust is needed, science com-
munication must be tailored to the needs of the
audience, in their local language. When scientists
reach out to the public or policymakers, there is a
need to be consistent, and build solid relationships
based on trust. Conference participants were en-
couraged to look for training programmes, e.g.
internationally or regionally by INGSA, or through
their (National) Young Academy or national Acad-
emy of Sciences.

You can watch the panel recording here: Plenary Panel-4: Health and Nutrition for Global Wellness
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https://globalyoungacademy.net/ndukhi/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/lmcumbagarcia/
https://www.interacademies.org/person/debashish-mitra
https://insaindia.res.in/07062023_no.php?id=P25-2035
https://insaindia.res.in/07062023_no.php?id=P25-2035
https://ingsa.org/people/remi-quirion/
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https://globalyoungacademy.net/jborges/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD_iIY0bhOE&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVfxdmZ5-UA&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=4

Conference Highlights

Several highlights of the week should not go un-
mentioned, including GYA Research Talks. These
short 3-minute talks give concise insights into the
wide range of research interests of GYA members
and alumni - from intellectual property to solar
heat, to marine biodiversity - providing speakers
with the opportunity to practice communicating
about their research to a widely interdisciplinary
audience, and sparking curiosity and cross-disci-
plinary connections among listeners. View over 40
Research Talks abstracts here.

Throughout the week, alongside talks, panel dis-
cussions and working meetings, informal network-
ing took place during meals and cultural events.
The friendships and constructive working relation-
ships that are forged during AGMs form the basis

of continued long-distance collaboration over the
coming years. Cultural highlights made space for
this important aspect of the meeting, at the same
time showing participants a glimpse of Hyder-
abad’s history, and Indian culture.

An afternoon excursion to Golconda Fort took par-
ticipants back over 1000 years of history, followed
by a sophisticated dinner reception hosted by the
government of Telangana at the Chowmahalla
palace in Hyderabad'’s historic city centre. Finally,
participants experienced a vibrant, immersive Cul-
tural Evening of Indian classical dance and perfor-
mance arts. Further activities emphasised the im-
portance of both mental and physical wellness: in
addition to the 5K/3K morning run, morning Yoga
and Zumba sessions were organised.

You can view many more pictures from the week’s events on the GYA Flickr Page here:

GYA AGM and International Conference of Young Scientists 2025 | Flickr



https://agm.globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2025/05/2025-Research-Talks-Book-of-Abstracts.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/116363606@N07/albums/72177720326976378/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVfxdmZ5-UA&list=PLvvHQgwgxT55OALBWy_kMG-O9osDn04o-&index=4

GYA Workshops



Science Leadership Workshop for New Members

At the 2025 AGM, over 35 newly selected GYA
members took part in a Science Leadership Work-
shop, practicing effective and creative problem
solving and collaborative leadership tools.

This annual workshop creates space for incoming
GYA members to network and to reflect on how to
be leaders in diverse contexts - within the GYA and
in the institutions and communities where they live
and work. Early career researchers already exer-
cise leadership in different contexts, and through
this intense workshop, they explore how to make
the best use of diverse teams, and practice using
creative processes to find well-rounded solutions.

Pre-AGM science leadership workshops have been
offered as a training opportunity for new members
since the GYA's 2018 AGM, expertly facilitated by

Reflections from participants

Inclusivelnnovation and funded by the Gordon and
Betty Moore Foundation. The 2025 workshop was
facilitated by Anina Rich (GYA alumna, Macquarie
University, Australia), Vincent Virat (Inclusive Inno-
vation) and Tee Keng Kok (Xiamen University Ma-
laysia). The workshop was supported by GYA mem-
ber mentors Nesrin Alrefaai (London School of
Economics and Political Science, UK), Luisa Maria
Diele Viegas (Federal University of Bahia, Brazil),
and Justine Germo Nzweundji (Institute of Medi-
cal Research and Medicinal Plants Studies, Cam-
eroon) and GYA alumna Shabana Kahn (School of
Planning and Architecture, India).

Read more here about the GYA science leader-

ship model.

I learned about strategies for teamwork, setting priorities, problem solving and decision making.

- Elena Kuzmin, Concordia University, Canada

One of the key insights | gained from the workshop is that leadership in science is not about
hierarchy, but about influence, empathy, and collective vision. | learned the importance of lea-
ding from where you are and empowering others through inclusive collaboration.

- Kossi Brice Boris Legba, University of Abomey-Calavi, Benin
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Bridging Borders: The Future of Science Diplomacy

Reporting by Aram Simonyan (American University of Armenia) and Veda Krishnan (Indian Agricultural

Research Institute)

This dynamic workshop took the form of a panel
discussion, co-designed by the UK Young Academy
and INYAS. Speakers explored how science diplo-
macy addresses global crises, and the role that
young scientists can play in fostering science di-
plomacy. Chandra Sharma welcomed participants
and highlighted the urgency of embedding young
scientists in global dialogues. Sandeep Sandhu
(UK Young Academy) and Veda Krishnan (GYA & IN-
YAS) moderated the conversation, which featured
Kana Asano (Japan Science & Technology Agency),
B. Chagun Basha (Office of the Principal Scientific
Adviser, Government of India), Suryesh Namdeo
(DST-Centre for Policy Research, [ISc Bengaluru/
INYAS), Hiba Baroud (Vanderbilt University, USA/
GYA), Justine Germo Nzweundji (Cameroon/GYA),
and Sushmitha Ramoji (British High Commission,
New Delhi).

At the focus of discussion were three pillars of
science diplomacy: 1. Diplomacy for science: Fa-
cilitating international collaboration; 2. Science
for diplomacy: Building goodwill between nations,
and 3. Science in diplomacy: Integrating science
into policymaking. The discussion began with defi-
nitions of science diplomacy in the current global
context. B. Chagun Basha emphasized the need
to balance “cooperation with competition” amidst
geopolitical and technological shifts, while Hiba
Baroud underlined the value of bottom-up collabo-

ration among scientists that often bypasses politi-
cal barriers. Justine Nzweundji called for inclusivity

through recognition of diverse knowledge systems
and greater involvement of civil society and under-
represented voices.

Early-career engagement also emerged as a key
theme. Panellists acknowledged that young re-
searchers face challenges such as lack of institu-
tional support. Suggested solutions included cre-
ating structured fellowships in science policy and
diplomacy, incorporating such work into academic
assessment, and offering training and exchange
opportunities through academies and embassies.
Kana Asano highlighted Japan’s initiative of em-
bedding researchers within ministries to gain first-
hand policy experience.

Speakers reflected on the challenge of maintain-
ing academic freedom in balance with national
interests. While diplomacy can at times constrain
scientific exchange, science diplomacy was rec-
ognised as a trusted bridge even during geopoliti-
cal conflicts.

In the final segment, the panel addressed science
diplomacy in the age of disruption. Emerging tech-
nologies like Al, quantum computing and semi-
conductors, as well as climate emergencies and
misinformation, were seen as pressing areas re-
quiring agile, ethical, and trust-based frameworks.
Sushmitha Ramoji cited India-UK collaborations
on climate innovation and telecom networks as ex-
amples of actionable partnerships.
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Early & Mid-Career Researchers: Towards an Inclusive
Research Assessment System

Reporting by Eva Dékany (Hungarian Research Centre for Linguistics, Hungary)

This workshop was co-organised by the GYA and
the Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
(CoARA), with support from GYA member Eva
Dékany, Maria Ronald (Project Manager CoARA,
ALLEA) and Carina Geldhauser (ETH Zurich; GYA
member).

The workshop brought together local and interna-
tional experts to discuss the future of research
assessment, with special attention to early and
mid-career researchers. The session focused on
how academic stakeholders can work towards
qualitative assessment practices, what challenges
exist, and how to address these in ways that are
inclusive of science ecosystems around the world.
Eva Dékany gave opening remarks, and GYA Co-
Chair Yensi Flores Bueso (University College Cork,
Ireland) moderated the panel of distinguished
speakers: Luciana Balboa (CoARA steering board,
GYA member), Vanessa McBride (Science Director,
International Science Council), Ashutosh Sharma
(President, Indian National Science Academy), and
Neville Compton (Wiley).

An important discussion unfolded about how to
make evaluations more inclusive and how best to

measure the quality of scientific excellence. Pan-

ellists urged that research careers should also be
credited for service work, economic impact, social
engagement and societal benefit. One example
presented from India was a Scientific Social Re-
sponsibility scheme, which candidates can indi-
cate in their CVs. Context can also be extremely
relevant to researchers’ output (e.g. working con-
ditions are different for scientists in the Global
South, scientists with care duties at home), mak-
ing a narrative component in research assessment
necessary.

On the question of current means of quantitative
assessment, there was general agreement that
these metrics should not entirely be eliminated.
Quantitative metrics, used reasonably, can help
assessment procedures to be more objective, rath-
er than relying on personal networks. At the same
time, researchers should be incentivized to com-
municate about the research itself, rather than
primarily about the journals in which they have
published. Finally, reviewers need to be trained for
new forms of evaluation, and assessment commit-
tees need to be diverse from the outset, to miti-

gate potential prejudices.
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Meeting of Young Academies from the Asia-Pacific region
leads to establishment of the “Nletwork of Asia-Pacific
Young Academies” (NAYA)

Following the GYA AGM and Conference, a consti-
tutive meeting of the Network of Asia-Pacific Young
Academies (NAYA) took place in Hyderabad, India,
also incorporating online participants. Organised
and hosted by the Indian National Young Acade-
my of Science, the meeting brought together rep-
resentatives from 12 national young academies
from the Asia-Pacific region, as well as from the
GYA.

A key outcome was the Hyderabad Declaration on
the Launch of the Network of Asia-Pacific Young
Academies (NAYA) - a statement that marks the
formation of this regional platform and its aim
to connect, strengthen, and mentor early- and
mid-career researchers in the Asia-Pacific region.
This new regional network of young academies will
be joined by the National Young Academy of Nepal

(NAYAN), Young Scientist Network (YSN-ASM) Ma-

laysia, Vietnam Young Academy, Sri Lankan Acad-
emy of Young Scientists (SLAYS), Royal Society of
New Zealand ECR Forum, The Hong Kong Young
Academy of Sciences, Thai Young Scientists Acad-
emy (TYSA), Young Academy of Japan, Australian
EMCR Forum, World Association of Young Scien-
tists (WAYS) China, and the Global Young Academy
(GYA).

The initial structure for the network was discussed:
it will comprise the Governing Body (currently in-
cluding the young academies from India, Indo-
nesia, and Australia) and a Steering Committee,
which will be composed of one representative per
young academy.

These plans for closer collaboration among the re-
gion’s young academies fit very well with endeav-
ours by young academies in other world regions to
connect and learn from one another.
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Cooperating and Funding Partners

The GYA extends a warm thank you to the many individuals - members of the Indian National
Young Academy of Science (INYAS), volunteers in the Local Organising Committee, GYA members
in the Programme Organising Committee, in the Executive Committee and in many other Commit-
tees and Working Groups who made this event possible through their dedicated work. The strong
support of key organisations - the host institution Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (lITH),
the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) - was also crucial to the success of this AGM and
Conference. The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) and the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
provided generous travel and workshop funding for GYA members. We extend thanks to all other
cooperating partners and funders that supported local costs for the week-long event, making a
meaningful contribution to the work of the Global Young Academy.
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About the Global Young Academy

The vision of the GYA is science for all; science for the
future, and its mission is to give a voice to young scien-
tists and researchers around the world. The GYA, found-
ed in 2010, is an independent science academy of 200
outstanding early- to mid-career researchers from six
continents who are selected from across disciplines
based on their academic excellence and commitment
to engage with society. GYA members serve five-year
terms, and the GYA counts members and alumni from
more than 100 countries. The GYA administrative Office
is hosted at the German National Academy of Sciences
Leopoldina. The wide array of GYA activities are sup-
ported by a range of international public and private
funders. This publication was made possible with the
help of GYA's core funding from the German Federal
Ministry of Education and Research and the German
State of Saxony-Anhalt.

Co-Chairs: Siok Yee Chan (Universiti Sains Malaysia)
Yensi Flores Bueso (University College
Cork, Ireland)

Managing Director: Beate Wagner (Germany)

22



