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ABOUT THE ISC

• Catalyzes and convenes global scientific 
expertise to support evidence-informed decision-
making on issues of multilateral concern.

• Unique global membership including: 
• National scientific Academies and Research 

Councils from 120+ countries
• 40+ international scientific Unions, 

Associations, and Societies representing 
both natural and social sciences

• Young Academies and Associations 

• Together, the ISC’s members work to advance 
science as a global public good.
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THE ISC AND THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM

• UN partnerships to deliver knowledge products

• Network of scientific organizations associated 
with the UN Secretary-General’s Scientific 
Advisory Board

• Secretariat, jointly with UNESCO, of UN Group of 
Friends on Science for Action

• High-level ad-hoc science advice to UN leaders

• Co-coordinator, UN Scientific and Technological 
Community Major Group

• Topical, actionable science-policy dialogues
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PRINCIPLES OF SCIENCE ADVICE

• Knowledge synthesis
• Aims to establish the state of available knowledge 

on a given issue
• Methods include literature reviews, scientific 

assessments, expert inputs
• Considers multiple disciplines/framings that should 

contribute knowledge to the question in hand

• Knowledge brokerage
• Interactive, iterative process of dialogue between 

science and policy
• Helps decision-makers interpret meaning, 

implications, and limitations of scientific information
• Helps structure policy problems, frame related 

questions, communicate certainties/uncertainties, 
and communicate implications 

• Policy relevant but not policy prescriptive

council.science ISC



SCIENCE ADVICE IN PRACTICE: THE ISC AT THE UN
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Advice Delivery:

Ø Formal requests

Ø Ad-hoc requests

Ø Formal mechanisms

Ø Informal mechanisms

Awareness-raising: 
Creating enabling 

conditions and demand 
for science advice



GROUP OF FRIENDS ON 
SCIENCE FOR ACTION

• Informal intergovernmental coalition

• Led by Belgium, India, and South Africa
• The ISC and UNESCO as joint secretariat

• Opportunity to enhance SPI in the UNGA



• What kind of advice?
ü Understanding context of scientific 

inputs and science-policy interfacing
ü Understanding possible modalities for 

effectively engaging scientists
ü Framing consistent, overarching key 

messages
ü Providing talking points for statements
ü Convening and preparing policy briefs
ü Recommending expert speakers

GROUP OF FRIENDS ON 
SCIENCE FOR ACTION



• Often requested at short turnaround

• Usually in response to a specific policy 
question or event/meeting

• Requested information usually 
substantive advice or recommended 
experts for exchange

• Example: Policy brief on sea-level rise 
for the President of the General 
Assembly
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EMCRS ENGAGING IN 
GLOBAL POLICY PROCESSES

ü In 2022, the ISC invited Young 
Academies and Associations to 
apply for affiliate membership in 
the spirit of promoting the 
participation of Early and Mid-
Career Researchers in its activities 
and governance, thereby enlarging 
opportunities for EMCR to be 
represented in international 
science.

https://council.science/EMCR

https://council.science/
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ü The ISC launched in 2023 an Early 
and Mid-Career Researchers 
(EMCR) Forum which convenes 
young scientific groups within a 
space for exchange, learning and 
collaboration.

ü Join us for the May Meeting on 27 
and 28 May

ISC EMCR FORUM



ISC Early and Mid-Career 
Researchers Forum: 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean

SANTIAGO
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ü The ISC, the ISC Regional Focal Point 
for Asia and the Pacific and invite 
EMCR to a “Storytelling in Science: 
Science Communication and the 
Media” workshop exploring how 
young researchers can promote and 
communicate their work in a 
creative, memorable and accessible 
way and build relationships with 
trusted journalists and media.

ü Join us for the workshop on 15 May

TRAININGS
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ü The International Science Council 
and its Global Commission on 
Science Missions for Sustainability 
proudly announce the launch of the 
Science Missions for Sustainability 
Global Call. Consortia are invited to 
submit pilot proposals to become 
part of the transformative 
collective action to shape the 
future of science and humanity.

OPPORTUNITIES
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THANK YOU

morgan.seag@council.science

gabriela.ivan@council.science

company/international-science-council

InternationalScienceCouncil

InternationalScience

council.science

@ISC
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[additional slides below, 
not planning to use]



KEY PRINCIPLES 
OF SCIENCE 
BROKERAGE

council.science ISC

Independence

Legitimacy

Access

Diversity

Reduce Uncertainty

Understand Context





FORMAL REQUESTS

• Usually as structured input into a formal 
process

• Requested information usually substantive 
and tied to specific documents or processes

• Often a short turnaround time
• Example: Stakeholder inputs into the Pact for 

the Future

UN Summit of the Future: an opportunity to 
advance evidence-informed decision-making?
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