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More Open Access 

Over 130 early- and mid-career researchers from around the globe have pledged to 

submit a manuscript to an Open Access outlet by the end of 2016.  

 

Open Science is gaining momentum. The European Commission recently called for 

immediate Open Access of all research publications by 2020. However, many see that 

as an overambitious goal: progress has been relatively slow in the past decade.  

Now, over 130 members and alumni of the 200-strong Global Young Academy signed 

the More Open Access pledge. The signatories commit to submitting at least one 

manuscript in 2016 to an outlet that is directly and fully Open Access. Such an outlet 

can be an online journal or a widely known academic website.  

Making knowledge available 

 

Key research findings in my field are behind a paywall,“ says psychologist Eva Alisic, 

former Co-Chair of the Global Young Academy. “I can no longer accept that clinicians 

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/05/dramatic-statement-european-leaders-call-immediate-open-access-all-scientific-papers
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cannot access the latest knowledge on therapy effectiveness. And it is not only about 

clinicians but also about policy makers and fellow researchers.” 

Alisic is the driving force behind the pledge, and made a more radical pledge herself – to 

submit all her first-authored articles to Open Access outlets in the coming year. However, 

she recognizes that this may be a bridge too far for many peers.  

 

Rob Jenkins, Global Young Academy member and one of the brains behind the pledge 

explains: “For some people, such a radical stance is difficult. Some feel that the careers 

of their students may depend on traditional paywall journals, or that Open Access 

doesn’t cater to their subject area.” 

 

Avoiding inequality in publishing 

 

To increase submissions to Open Access outlets, Alisic and Jenkins, together with GYA 

colleagues Sabina Leonelli and Arianna Betti came up with the More Open Access 

Pledge. The quartet is both excited and cautious about the pledge: they aim to push for 

Open Access, but not for expensive Open Access journals. “We shouldn’t move from an 

inequality in reading to an inequality in publishing,” says Alisic, a risk that several 

colleagues pointed out to her when she launched the pledge.   

The pledge also acknowledges different disciplinary traditions. While some disciplines 

are used to publishing on platforms such as ArXiv or in outlets such as PeerJ, others are 

still confined to subscription journals or books. Many members of the Global Young 

Academy see a need for the development of a better, not-for-profit system to make 

publishing and reading research findings accessible to all.  

More about the More Open Access Pledge  

At the time of writing, 132 scholars from the Global Young Academy have pledged to 

submit at least 1 manuscript to an Open Access outlet in the remainder of 2016 

(starting on June 4th). The outlet can be either an Open Access journal or a well-

recognized platform (e.g. ArXiv for physics, mathematics and computer science, BioRxiv 

for biology, or the new SocArxiv for the social sciences), as long as the manuscript is 

shared directly and without embargo.  

The initiators of the More Open Access pledge initially thought that it would remain a 

small initiative with a handful of signatories because many members of the Global Young 

Academy are in fields or positions in which publishing involves other output (e.g. patents 

or reports). The fact that the pledge rapidly gained traction indicates that demand from 

researchers is high and that it is a globally relevant issue.  

Open Science is a key interest of the Global Young Academy. Together with other 

National Young Academies, the Academy recently published statements on Open Data 

and Open Access. 

 

http://bit.ly/1ZPMZqe
https://arxiv.org/
https://peerj.com/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/160713_Signatories.pdf
https://arxiv.org/
http://biorxiv.org/
http://socarxiv.org/
https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Position-Statement-on-Open-Data-by-the-Young-Academies-of-Europe-and-the-Global-Young-Academy.pdf
https://globalyoungacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Position-statement-on-Open-Access-by-the-Young-Academies-of-Europe-and-the-Global-Young-Academy.pdf
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About the Global Young Academy 

The Global Young Academy was founded in 2010 with the vision to be the voice of young 

scientists around the world. The GYA empowers early-career researchers to lead 

international, interdisciplinary, and intergenerational dialogue by developing and 

mobilizing talent from six continents. Its purpose is to promote reason and inclusiveness 

in global decision-making. Members are chosen for their demonstrated excellence in 

scientific achievement and commitment to service. Currently there are 200 members 

and 101 alumni from 67 countries. The academy is hosted at the Berlin-Brandenburg 

Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) in cooperation with the German National 

Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. The GYA received its seed funding from the 

Volkswagen Foundation and has since 2014 been funded by the German Federal 

Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and supported by the IAP: the Global 

Network of Science Academies. The GYA has also benefitted from project funding from a 

variety of donors and partners. 

A brief report giving insight into the organization’s major achievements as the voice of 

young scientists may be downloaded at http://bit.ly/1L7WbQy. 

 

Contact persons for the media: 

Florian Wiencek, GYA Media Officer; wiencek@globalyoungacademy.net. Tel: +49 30 

20370-653 

For more information on the GYA: 

Mari-Vaughn Johnson, GYA Co-Chair (United States);   

Orakanoke Phanraksa, GYA Co-Chair (Thailand); orakanoke.gya@gmail.com 

Heidi Wedel, GYA Managing Director (Germany); wedel@globalyoungacademy.net,  

Tel: +49 30 20370-631  

Beate Wagner, incoming GYA Managing Director (Germany); 

beate.wagner@globalyoungacademy.net , Tel: +49 30 20370-607 

Learn more at: http://www.globalyoungacademy.net 

 

Follow us on Social Media: 

Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/GYA.online  

Twitter: 

http://www.twitter.com/GlobalYAcademy  

Subscribe to the GYA newsletter: 

http://eepurl.com/bjM-Xr  
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